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Minutes of the meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Durham held May 5, 2004 at
the Town Building in Oak Hill, N.Y.

Present: Gary Hulbert - Supervisor
William A. Carr, Jr. — Councilman
Robert Elpel - Councilman
Linda Sutton — Councilwoman
Jodi Wood - Councilwoman

Recording Secretary: Chris Kohrs — Deputy Town Clerk

Others Present: Wesley Moore - Highway Superintendent
Tal Rappleyea — Attorney for the Town
Charles G. Soderblom — Town Clerk

The Supervisor called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. with the Pledge to the Flag.
Seventeen people were present.

Guenther Ohm had figures on the financial condition of the county. Home Depot will be
opening in August and it will likely increase our revenue from sales tax by $800,000.
Mr. Ohm thought if we kept our spending down, we should be able to hold the line on
property taxes for the next year. $250,000 was appropriated for ALS and our share will
be $13,445.38. We will receive half that amount in July and the other half by the end of
the year for the ambulance squad.

The subdivision for James on Decker Lane was discussed. They have made the
corrections to increase the road frontage. A public hearing is scheduled for June 1.

The subdivision for Dines was discussed. One acre will be for creek access, is not
buildable, and is being added to an existing lot. The board needs a deed showing the
division of property. A public hearing is scheduled for June 1.

The subdivision for Cuomo was discussed. It will be a 2-lot subdivision. One 1.9 acres
with a mobile home and 6.7 acres of vacant land. A public hearing is scheduled for June
1.

MaryAnn Neville and Barbara Hulbert submitted completed applications for the position
of dog enumerator. They will start June 1 and share the town. They will be paid $5 per
dog and 30 cents a mile. Mr. Carr made a motion to approve the enumerators and
seconded by Ms. Wood. All were in favor.

The town building law has two changes: The rate for title search from $10 to $25. Mr.
Elpel made a motion to increase the title search to $25 and seconded by Mrs. Sutton.
All were in favor.



Minutes of May 5, 2004 work session — Town of Durham 155

The building law also has an amendment:

TOWN OF DURHAM
AMENDMENT OF TOWN BUILDING LAW (Local Law # 2 of 1997)
LOCAL LAW# 1 OF 2004

SECTION 1 Title

This local law shall be known as an Amendment of the Town of Durham Local Law # 2 of 1997.
SECTION 2 Amendment

This Local Law shall amend the above mentioned Building Law of the Town of Durham known as Local
Law #2 of 1997 by the addition of the following to Section 5: Permit Conditions:

SECTION 5.

E. The Town shall reserve the right to require the applicant to hire for the Town, at
the applicant’s expense, an engineer, architect or other professional necessary to properly review
and complete any project or application based upon the complexity of the said project or
application. Such engineer, architect or other professional shall be acceptable to both the applicant
and the Town. The Town Building Inspector shall obtain the approval of the Town Board prior to
requiring the retainer of such engineer, architect or other professional.

SECTION 3: Effective Date

This local law shall become effective upon adoption and in accordance with the New York State
Municipal Home Rule Law.

A public hearing is scheduled from June 1, 2004.

The board discussed training cost specifically as they relate to the Justice. It was
suggested that the board research to find out what is required and the training
opportunities offered. The topic will be discussed in more detail at budget time.

The library committee is finishing the Reading Room contract and should have copies to
the board with in the next few days. As of this date, the only expenses paid by the town
have been the rent.

Mr. Rappleyea will review the Noise Law adopted by Catskill and present his findings at
the next meeting.

The Code Enforcement Officer posted an ad in the paper advising residents to adhere to

the town Junk law and unregistered vehicles. Mr. Hulbert provided the board members

copies of the Junk Law adopted in the Town of Catskill. He asked that the board review
and be prepared to discuss at the next meeting.
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Mr. Rappleyea has prepared a letter for the residents of McStein Road, which will be
mailed May 5, 2004. The bottom of the road has been fixed and the upper portion is still
in disrepair.

Mr. Hulbert investigated the complaint of dog negligence on McStein Road. He found
that the dog was using its shelter, which appeared to be adequate. He left the owner
literature.

The town received grant information for historical structures, documents, works of art
and authentic artifacts.

The bases have been ordered for the little league field.

Wes reported that he has met with three architectural firms regarding the Stone Arch
Bridge on Hervey Street near the Armstrong Farm. The three firms each agree that the
most economical means would be to bridge over the arch to remove the weight. The
estimated cost would be range from $50,000 to $60,000.

A meeting has been set up with SEMO for May 25, 2004 at 7:30 p.m.

Mr. Carr made the motion seconded by Ms. Wood to adjourn at 8:55 p.m.

Minutes approved:

Chris Kohrs, Deputy Town Clerk
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