
Minutes of November 17, 2015    

  

A meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Durham, County of Greene and the 

State of New York was held at the Town Hall, 7309 State Route 81, East Durham, 

NY on the 17th, day of November. 

 

PRESENT:    William Carr  ---- Supervisor  

   Linda Sutton   ---- Deputy Supervisor 

   Jerry Cunningham ---- Council member 

       Nick Nahas  ---- Council member 

      George Deckers ---- Council member  

       Chris Kohrs   ---- Town Clerk 

   

OTHERS PRESENT:  Joe van Holsteyn- Highway Superintendent, Thomas 

Sutton –Police Sgt., David Cunningham – Building Inspector, Cindy Moore-

Bookkeeper, John Van Tassel-Animal Control Officer, Tal Rappleyea – Attorney 

and 24 community members. 

 

Supervisor Carr called the meeting to order 7:30 p.m.  

 

Supervisor Carr introduced Brad Cummings with Pattison, Koskey, Howe & 

Bucci, Pc, Cpa’s .  Mr. Cummings firm conducted a single audit of the Town of 

Durham’s financial statements as is required whenever federal money is received.  

It is a very complex audit and he is pleased and surprised to find that review of 

the internal audit for the Town of Durham resulted in “no findings” which is very 

uncommon.  He explained compliance with New York State accounting is not 

necessarily the same as general accounting procedures.  The fixed assets are not 

required to be included.  The Town of Durham has not had a detailed audit in over 

twenty years therefore, the “no findings” is very significant. 

 

The firm made recommendations regarding future receipt of federal funds or any 

grants that the town may be the sub recipient of in the future.  The grant received 

by GSK through the Greene County IDA required the Town of Durham to be the 

lead agency.  This was a learning experience for all involved and the 

recommendations received from Pattison, Koskey, Howe, & Bucci, PC CPA, as 

well as from New York State Homes and Community Renewal, will be reviewed 

and closely followed in the future.   

 

Rich Lendin, Durham Rescue Administrator read his report.  (See attached) 

 

Supervisor Carr received correspondence from the Army Corp of Engineers 

explaining that they are planning on working on the County Route 27 Bridge 

(Dean’s Mill Bridge) in 2016 and that adjacent property owners were notified of 

the pending repair.   

 

Aidan O’Connor co-chair of GC Wide Ambulance Committee stated the board 

should be receiving a letter prior to our next board meeting asking if the town will 

sign on to the current proposed plan yes or no and if no why. 

 

Highway Superintendent van Holsteyn read his report.  (See attached) 
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Supervisor Carr commented on the savings the town receives in heating costs due 

to the work of the highway crew when trimming trees and harvesting the wood to 

use in the wood burning stove to heat the garage. 

 

Mr. Cunningham motioned to approve the request from Hwy 

Superintendent van Holsteyn to accept the low bid from C & R Overhead 

Doors Inc. to install five remote door openers on each of the overhead doors 

in the truck bay at a cost of $4,375.00 seconded by Mr. Nahas all in favor 

motion carried.  (Yes-5 Carr, Sutton, Cunningham, Nahas, Deckers) 

 

Building Inspector Cunningham read his report.  (See attached) 

 

The board received the Judges’ reports.  (See attached) 

 

Supervisor Carr has asked the Assessor to attend the next board meeting to 

explain the scratch inventory process. 

 

Councilmember Nahas asked if the Assessor would also explain how the tax levy 

cap effects assessments. 

 

Police Sgt. Sutton reported 37 complaints. 

 

Animal Control Officer Van Tassel read his report.  (See attached) 

 

Attorney Rappleyea reported he received the new Mohawk Hudson Humane 

Society contract and will review and provide comments. 

 

Councilmember Sutton announced that the Christmas In Durham celebration has 

been scheduled from December 12 from 3:30 to 5:00 at the Michael J Quill 

Cultural and Sports Center.  

 

Councilmember Nahas announced the next Durham Historic Preservations 

Committee meeting would be November 21. 

 

At 7:57 p.m., Councilmember Nahas motioned to close the regular meeting 

and open the public hearing for the public safety contracts with East 

Durham Vol. Fire Co., Oak Hill Durham Vol. Fire Co., & Durham Rescue 

seconded by Councilmember Deckers.  All in favor motion carried.  (Yes-5 

Carr, Sutton, Cunningham, Nahas, Deckers)  

 

All those wishing to comment having been offered the opportunity and no 

one having comments the Councilmember Cunningham motioned to close 

the public hearing seconded by Councilmember Nahas.  All in favor motion 

carried.  (Yes-5 Carr, Sutton, Cunningham, Nahas, Deckers)  

 

Councilmember Sutton motioned that the contracts with East Durham Vol. 

Fire Co., Oak Hill Durham Vol. Fire Co., & Durham Rescue be approved 

seconded by Councilmember Cunningham.  All in favor motion carried. 

(Yes-5 Carr, Sutton, Cunningham, Nahas, Deckers) 
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Councilmember Cunningham motioned to appoint Brian Goff to a five year 

term on the Board of Assessment Review starting October 2015 through 

September 2020.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Nahas.  All in favor 

motion carried.  (Yes-5 Carr, Sutton, Cunningham, Nahas, Deckers) 

 

Supervisor Carr stated he has reviewed the highway employee manual and 

neatened up some of the language.  He will submit the finalized manual for board 

review in a couple of weeks. 

 

Councilmember Nahas motioned to approve the following addition to the 

current highway manual; “For their safety the highway employees are 

required to wear steel toe shoes.  The Town will reimburse each employee 

annually up to $200 for purchase of steel toe shoes upon the employee’s 

submission of voucher and receipt.”  Motion seconded by Councilmember 

Sutton all in favor motion carried.  (Yes-5 Carr, Sutton, Cunningham, Nahas, 

Deckers) 

 

Councilmember Deckers motioned to permit Hwy Superintendent van 

Holsteyn to submit his proposed agreement to Greene County Highway 

outlining the current and past sharing of services for snow removal that has  

been performed on a verbal agreement.  The agreement will be submitted for 

county review and comments prior to adoption. Motion seconded by 

Councilmember Nahas all in favor motion carried.  (Yes-5 Carr, Sutton, 

Cunningham, Nahas, Deckers) 

 

Supervisor Carr explained that currently Durham Highway maintains a section of 

three county roads that they need to travel over in order to reach town roads.  The 

proposed agreement simply outlines the practice to avoid confusion and or 

potential for issues in the future. 

 

Councilmember Sutton motioned to approve Resolution 2015-05; seconded 

by Councilmember Nahas: 

 
TOWN OF DURHAM 

NOTICE UNDER THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 

 

WHEREAS, In accordance with the requirements of Title II of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the Town of Durham will not discriminate against 

qualified individuals with disabilities on the basis of disability in its services, 

program, or activities.  

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED; the Town Board for the Town of 

Durham voted to adopt the following resolution regarding NOTICE UNDER 

THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 

 

WHEREAS REGARDING Employment:  Town of Durham does not discriminate on 

the basis of disability in its hiring or employment practices and complies with all 

regulations promulgated by the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 

under Title I of the ADA.  
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WHEREAS REGARDING Effective Communication:  Town of Durham will 

generally, upon request, provide appropriate aids and services leading to effective 

communication for qualified persons with disabilities so they can participate equally 

in Town of Durham programs, services, and activities, including qualified sign 

language interpreters, documents in Braille, and other ways of making information 

and communications accessible to people who have speech, hearing, or vision 

impairments.  

 

WHEREAS REGARDING Modifications to Policies and Procedures:  Town of 

Durham will make all reasonable modifications to policies and programs to ensure 

that people with disabilities have an equal opportunity to enjoy all of its programs, 

services, and activities. For example, individuals with service animals are welcomed 

in Town of Durham offices, even where pets are generally prohibited.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; Anyone who requires an auxiliary aid or service 

for effective communication, or a modification of policies or procedures to 

participate in a program, service, or activity of Town of Durham, should contact the 

office of Mr. William A. Carr, Jr., Supervisor, Town of Durham, 7309 State Route 

81, E. Durham, NY 12423 as soon as possible but no later than 48 hours before the 

scheduled event.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; The ADA does not require the Town of Durham to 

take any action that would fundamentally alter the nature of its programs or 

services, or impose an undue financial or administrative burden.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; Complaints that a program, service, or activity of 

Town of Durham is not accessible to persons with disabilities should be directed to 

Mr. William A. Carr, Jr., Supervisor, Town of Durham, 7309 State Route 81, E. 

Durham, NY 12423. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; Town of Durham will not place a surcharge on a 

particular individual with a disability or any group of individuals with disabilities to 

cover the cost of providing auxiliary aids/services or reasonable modifications of 

policy, such as retrieving items from locations that are open to the public but are not 

accessible to persons who use wheelchairs. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; The policy will take effect immediately upon 

adoption of said resolution. 

 

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a 

vote of roll call, which resulted as follows:    

5 yeas  0 nays   

 

Supervisor  Carr    voting yea 

Councilmember Sutton   voting yea  

Councilmember Cunningham  voting yea   

Councilmember Nahas   voting yea  

Councilmember Deckers   voting yea  

 

Resolution 2015-05 TOWN OF DURHAM NOTICE UNDER THE 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT was therefore adopted. 
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Councilmember Sutton motioned to approve Resolution 2015-06; seconded 

by Councilmember Nahas: 
 

TOWN OF DURHAM 

 GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE UNDER THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 

ACT 

WHEREAS; This Grievance Procedure is established to meet the requirements of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA).  

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED; It may be used by anyone who wishes to file a 

complaint alleging discrimination on the basis of disability in the provision of services, 

activities, programs, or benefits by the Town of Durham. Employment related complaints 

of disability discrimination are covered elsewhere, in policies available from the human 

resources office of the Town of Durham. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; The complaint should be in writing and contain 

information about the alleged discrimination such as name, address, phone number of 

complainant and location, date and description of the problem. No particular format of 

the complaint is required. Alternative means of filing complaints, such as personal 

interviews or a tape recording of the complaint, will be made available for persons with 

disabilities upon request.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; The complaint should be submitted in writing by the 

grievant and/or his/her designee as soon as possible but no later than 60 calendar days 

after the alleged violation to:  

Mr. William A. Carr, Jr., Supervisor 

Town of Durham, 7309 State Route 81, E. Durham, NY 12423 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; Within 15 calendar days after receipt of the complaint, 

the ADA Coordinator or his/her designee will meet with the complainant to discuss the 

complaint and the possible resolutions. Within 15 calendar days of the meeting, the ADA 

Coordinator or his/her designee will respond in writing, and where appropriate, in a 

format accessible to the complainant, such as large print, Braille, or audio tape. The 

response will explain the position of the Town of Durham and offer options for 

substantive resolution of the complaint.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED;If the response by the ADA Coordinator or his/her 

designee does not satisfactorily resolve the issue, the complainant and or his/her designee 

may appeal the decision within 15 calendar days after receipt of the response to the 

agency head or his/her designee.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; Within 15 calendar days after receipt of the appeal, 

the agency head or his/her designee will respond in writing, and, where appropriate, in a 

format accessible to the complainant, with the agency’s final resolution of the complaint, 

or indicating that the matter has been returned to the ADA Coordinator for further action. 

If further response is indicated, the complainant will be contacted within 15 calendar 

days. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; All written complaints received by the ADA 

Coordinator or his/her designee, appeals to the agency head or his/her designee, and 

responses from these two offices will be retained by the Town of Durham for at least 

three (3) years. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; the policy will take effect immediately upon 

adoption of said resolution. 

 

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a 

vote of roll call, which resulted as follows:    

5 yeas  0 nays   

 

Supervisor  Carr    voting yea 

Councilmember Sutton   voting yea  

Councilmember Cunningham  voting yea   

Councilmember Nahas   voting yea  

Councilmember Deckers   voting yea  

 

Resolution 2015-06 TOWN OF DURHAM GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE 

UNDER THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT was therefore adopted. 

 

Councilmember Nahas reported the committee for the Community Center 

recently met and drafted a proposed facility use agreement between the Town of 

Durham and Cairo-Durham Central School District for the use of Durham 

Elementary.  Additional comments were offered from members of the audience 

and board.  Councilmember Nahas will incorporate suggestions into the proposed 

contract prior to submitting to the school district. 

 

JoAnn Rascoe, President DurhamNY Chamber thanked the Durham Task Force 

for stepping in and coordinating the Annual Christmas in Durham Celebration on 

short notice.  The program would not be possible this year without the support of 

Durham Task Force, DurhamNY Chamber and the Michael J. Quill Irish Cultural 

and Sports Centre. 

 

A member of the audience reminded the board that there are still residents who 

would like to research the viability of the Dean’s Mill Swimming hole. 

 

Councilmember Nahas motioned to approve the transfers (see attached) and 

the following abstracts and vouchers: 
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Abstract # 1020  consisting of 2015 Vouchers # 929 through # 953 for 62,667.86$   

General Funds 9,883.20$     

Highway Funds 13,578.91$   

Safety & Fire

Trust & Agency 39,205.75$   

Street Lighting

Abstract # 1021  consisting of 2015 Vouchers # 954 through # 1004 for 34,717.57$   

General Funds 11,309.30$   

Highway Funds 23,123.07$   

Safety & Fire

Trust & Agency 285.20$        

Street Lighting

broken down as follows:

broken down as follows:

 
 

Motion seconded by Councilmember Deckers.  All in favor motion carried.  

(5-yeas Carr, Sutton, Cunningham, Nahas, Deckers) 

 

Councilmember Cunningham motioned to adjourn at 8:58 p.m. seconded by 

Councilmember Nahas. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

______________________________ 

Chris Kohrs 

Clerk/Collector 
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