
Minutes of March 15, 2016 

Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of 

Durham held March 15, 2016 at the Town Hall commencing at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Present:        William Carr, Supervisor  

         Shawn Marriott, Deputy Supervisor  

         Joan Breslin, Councilmember  

    Jerry Cunningham, Councilmember 

    Nick Nahas, Councilmember 

 

Recording Secretary: Chris Kohrs, Town Clerk 

     

Others Present:    Joe van Holsteyn-Highway Superintendent    

    David Cunningham-Building Inspector  

    Len Asaro-Code Enforcement Officer    

    Cindy Moore- Bookkeeper 

    John Van Tassel – Animal Control Officer    

    Patti Fetty-Deputy Clerk/Collector     

    Thomas Sutton-Police Sgt. 

    Lois Rockefeller-Bldg & Code Clerk 

    Tal Rappleyea-Attorney 

    Aiden O’Connor – Legislator  

    14 community members 

 

Supervisor Carr called the meeting to order at 7:29 p.m.  

 

Councilmember Marriott motioned to approve the minutes of January 19, 

February 2 and February 16.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Nahas all 

in favor motion carried.  (5-yeas Carr, Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott) 

 

Highway Superintendent van Holsteyn read his report.  (See attached) 

 

Building Inspector Cunningham read his report.  (See attached) 

 

Code Enforcement Officer Len Asaro read his report.  (See attached)   

 

Judges’ reports were submitted.  (See attached) 

 

Police Sgt. Sutton reported his department has handled 61 complaints for the past 

month.  Sgt. Sutton also explained the recent insurance audit resulted in the 

recommendation that security cameras be installed at all entrances as well as areas 
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that can’t be seen by the road.  Discussion followed.  Sgt. Sutton will obtain quotes 

and report back to the board.  The insurance company also mandated that the 

officers wear their bullet proof vests whenever on duty.  Discussion followed.  

There are federal grants available to purchase new/additional vests for our officers. 

 

The councilmembers were provided with a copy of the results listing 

recommendations and mandates received from the insurance company. 

 

Attorney Rappleyea explained he had clarified prior to signing with NYMIR as our 

insurance company that if we were to not implement their recommendations we 

would not be denied a claim.  However, mandates would need to be implemented 

in order to maintain coverage. 

 

Animal Control Officer Van Tassel read his report.  (See attached)  He also 

informed the board that he will be attending training in May. 

 

Clerk/Collector Kohrs reported 75% of the property taxes have been collected as of 

February 29, 2016. 

 

Mrs. Sutton reported the Task Force will hold the Annual Corn Beef and Cabbage 

Dinner at the Shamrock House, Thursday, March 17, 2016 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.  

Their next meeting will be April 14 where they will discuss the Fourth of July 

parade. 

 

Councilmember/Historian Nahas reported the Durham Historic Commission met 

March 12 and discussed potential properties to be added to the NYS Historic 

Registry.  The Cornwallville Cemetery has been submitted to the state and should 

be voted on by the NYS Historic Registry in June.  Meeting House Hill Cemetery 

has been identified as another site; they are waiting on permission of the property 

owner.  They are discussing adopting a historic district for Oak Hill and in the 

meantime they are submitting individual properties.   

 

The Oak Hill Historic Preservation Committee also met on April 12 and discussed 

the Main Street Revitalization program available through NYS.  They are planning 

Oak Hill Day which will be held July 30.  Their next meeting will be May 14. 

 

Supervisor and Highway Superintendent will meet at Brandow Park on 3/16 to 

identify where the designated smoking areas will be. 
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Supervisor Carr has not heard from Mid-Hudson Cable regarding the renewal of 

the service contract.  Attorney Rappleyea commented he is seeing contract terms 

asking for 15 years of service, which allows for more borrowing power for the 

provider when seeking loans to increase/improve service. 

 

Janet Partridge with the Outlaws Baseball team thanked the town for the work that 

was completed at Brandow Park.  The team cleaned up the park over the weekend 

and are very appreciative for the cooperation and support received from the town.  

They have received a donation of paint and would like to paint the dugouts.  

Attorney Rappleyea recommended that the Town’s insurance provider be made 

aware that volunteers will be performing work at the Brandow Park and see if 

additional insurance coverage will be required.  Mrs. Partridge reminded everyone 

that the baseball league has insurance as well; she will provide a copy for the 

town’s records. 

 

Councilmember Nahas thanked Mrs. Partridge for becoming the first certified 

volunteer for the Durham Community Center.  She will be holding 4-H classes at 

the Durham Elementary School in the Community Center room. 

 

Mary Lou Nahas shared the documentary “Dancing at the Crossroads” (depicting 

the Irish heritage that developed in Greene County) aired last week on public 

television.  Those who have watched it felt that it was very well done. 

 

Supervisor Carr shared that Greene County Highway will be performing repairs on 

the County Route 27 Bridge and it will very likely be closed for a good part of the 

summer.  Specific construction dates are not known as the bids for the work have 

not been received yet. 

 

A resident of Oak Hill expressed their concern with traffic speeding through the 

hamlet.  Vehicles can be heard racing through town during the middle of the night. 

Discussion followed regarding radar patrols which typically work for the first five 

minutes.  Once the police car is spotted everyone is warning others the police are 

there or they are using apps that show radar in the vicinity.   Residents were asked 

to report racing activity to the police and if possible to snap a picture of the car and 

or license plate.  The state has evaluated the speed through the hamlet in the past 

and as it is not a high incident area, the state feels the speed is adequate. 

 

Sgt. Sutton received permission to obtain quotes for surveillance and recording 

equipment for the main entrance and unsecured areas.  His request is the result of 
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the recommendation from the insurance audit.   They would like to see a monitor 

in the main office or security office and have the tapes reviewed daily. 

 

Supervisor Carr will invite Good Energy, a company who works with 

municipalities and their residents to evaluate and reduce their electric costs (not 

delivery), to make a presentation to the board. 

 

Jan Perlin reported she has not been successful in setting up a Solar panel forum 

for the Town of Durham.  She has learned there will be an informational session in 

Rosendale on April 3 or 4.  This forum should be reviewing many of the topics of 

concern to residents when considering solar power.  She offered to share an 

electronic survey that is seeking information on some of the obstacles that 

residents and municipalities are seeing with obtaining solar power.  Many 

municipalities have zoning regarding solar power, those who don’t can say that 

they are not interested until additional information is known.   

 

Many companies who are canvasing residents are actually finance companies that 

are purchasing or leasing potential solar development sites/rights.  Concerns are 

with long term contracts that may not be used and prevent the property owner from 

using their property for other purposes.   

 

Discussion followed, with many feeling the town needs to become more informed 

on this topic to better serve the residents. 

 

Rich Lendin, Durham Ambulance Administrator read his report.  (See attached) 

 

Legislator O’Connor stated he had just attended a seminar addressing the Heroin 

epidemic in Greene County.  The legislators received a report from the state that 

despite the lack of snow sales, tax revenue is up for the month of February from 

2015.  On the recommendation of the Town Board he nominated George Carroll be 

reappointed to the Greene County Planning board and it should be approved at the 

March 16 meeting.  The legislators are setting up six committees to move forward 

with the construction of the new jail.  They are also setting up a community 

advisory board for this project.  This committee will not be issuing the stamp of 

approval, but will be receiving information from the committees and offering over 

insight on what the taxpayers feel the jail should look like, where it will be placed, 

and the costs to be expended.    He asked anyone who would be interested in sitting 

on the committee to let him know so he can make the recommendation to the 

legislators.  He has stepped down as head of Greene County EMS Council due to 

his position as the Legislator for Town of Durham.  The committee appointed 
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Mark Evans as his replacement.  He will remain on the Health Care Committee.  

Legislator O’Connor will be donating his stipend received as head of Greene 

County EMS Council to community CPR and hopes to have a program in the 

Town of Durham to train our residents.  Legislator O’Connor will be meeting with 

Rene Van Shack regarding the GSK Grant Audit expense. 

 

Councilmember Cunningham motioned to approve the transfers (see 

attached) and pay the following abstract(s): 

 

 
 

Motion seconded by Councilmember Cunningham all in favor motion carried. 

 

Councilmember Marriott motioned to adjourn at 8:51 p.m. seconded by 

Councilmember Breslin. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

__________________________ 

Chris Kohrs, 

Clerk/Collector   

 

 

 

 

Abstract # 1004 , consisting of 2016 Vouchers # 234 through # 252 for 65,333.16$   

General Funds 8,318.58$     

Highway Funds 11,750.86$   

Safety & Fire

Trust & Agency 45,263.72$   

Street Lighting

Abstract # 1005 , consisting of 2016 Vouchers # 253 through # 330 for 74,666.51$   

General Funds 20,963.31$   

Highway Funds 52,809.51$   

Safety & Fire

Trust & Agency

Street Lighting 893.69$        

broken down as follows:

broken down as follows:
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