
Minutes May 17, 2016 

Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Durham held May 

17, 2016 at the Town Hall commencing at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Present:        William Carr, Supervisor  

         Shawn Marriott, Deputy Supervisor  

         Joan Breslin, Councilmember  

    Jerry Cunningham, Councilmember 

    Nick Nahas, Councilmember 

 

Recording Secretary: Chris Kohrs, Town Clerk 

     

Others Present:    Joe van Holsteyn-Highway Superintendent     

                          David Cunningham-Building Inspector  

    Len Asaro-Code Enforcement Officer     

                          John Van Tassel – Animal Control Officer     

                          Thomas Sutton-Police Sgt. 

    Tal Rappleyea-Attorney 

    Aiden O’Connor – Legislator  

    33 community members 

 

The meeting called to order at 7:30 with the pledge to the flag.  

 

Richard Lendin, Durham Ambulance Administrator read his report.  (See attached) 

 

Councilmember Nahas motioned to accept the minutes of April 5 and April 19 seconded by 

Councilmember Cunningham.  All in favor motion carried.  (5-yeas, Carr, Breslin, 

Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott) 

 

Sealed bids for black top in place with tack coat, approximately 1,150 us tons, type 6 - 12.5mm.  

Mill/rebate all blacktop driveways and intersections of Cunningham Road prevailing wage 

project #2016003793 were opened and reviewed by the Town Board and Highway 

Superintendent vanHolsteyn.   

 

PECKHAM INDUSTRIES $59.78         2 days 

LUIZZI BROS $70.43         1 day 

CALLANAN INDUSTRIES $56.19         1 day 

COBLESKILL STONE PRODUCTS $60.65         1 day 

BEST PAVING  $59.96         1 day 

 

On the recommendation of Highway Superintendent vanHolsteyn Councilmember Breslin 

motioned to award the black top in place with tack coat, approximately 1,150 us tons, type 

6 - 12.5mm.  Mill/rebate all blacktop driveways and intersections of Cunningham Road 

prevailing wage project #2016003793 to Callanan Industries seconded by Councilmember 

Marriott.  All in favor motion carried.  (5-yeas, Carr, Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott) 

 

Legislator O’Connor reported the drop boxes for medicines and sharps are installed at the 
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Durham Police Annex.  He thanked the Durham Police Department and Highway Department for 

their help with the installation and implementation of the program.   He has assisted in 

organizing a  free training and seminar on Heroin/Opioid Overdose Prevention on May 24
th

 at 

the Durham Town Hall 6:35 p.m.  

 

*The Greene County Public Health Safety Committee will meet at the county office building at 6 

p.m.  The committee will discuss the school zone on State Route 145.  Representatives for the 

Cairo-Durham School District, Town of Cairo and Town of Durham are asked to attend to 

discuss the issue of reoccurring accidents at the intersection of the school driveway and State 

route 145.   

 

*Greene County Transit System has established two transportation routes that will start June 1 

and will operate Monday-Friday with stops at the East Durham and Oak Hill post offices.  The 

fee is $3.00 per person.  The buses can accommodate 14 passengers and 2 wheel chairs.  Drivers 

are CDL certified. 

 

*The Solar Field installed at the County Building in Cairo is almost completed and is expected to 

start providing energy service in August of this year.   

 

*On May 24 6:45 p.m. (Catskill Senior Community Center) and May 25 at 8:45 a.m. (IDA 

Center in Coxsackie) the Greene County IDA will hold meetings for the public to provide input 

on the proposed water park off of Exit 21 in Catskill (same project originally planned in New 

Baltimore off exit 21B) 

 

*He has submitted Linda Sutton, Patty Handel and Jan Perlin to the legislature for approval on 

the steering committee for the new Greene County Jail. 

 

*Greene County Veteran’s Day recognition will occur Saturday, May 21 on the steps of the 

Greene County Court house.   

 

*Greene County Relay for Life will be Saturday, May 21 at the Greenville Town Park. 

 

Councilmembers reviewed documents pertaining to the notice of apparent violation and request 

for a hearing served upon the owner of the former the Wayside Restaurant.  As no one was 

present to represent the owner Councilmember Marriott motioned to begin the legal 

proceedings to have the property cleaned up and the cost levied onto the owners property 

tax bill.  All in favor motion carried.  (5-yeas, Carr, Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott) 

 

Councilmember Cunningham motioned to permit the Code Officer to advertise for bids to 

clean up 7444 Route 81, parcel id 22.00-1-37property seconded by Councilmember Nahas.  

All in favor motion carried.  (5-yeas, Carr, Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott) 

 

Highway Superintendent vanHolsteyn read his report.  (See attached)  Highway Superintendent 

van Holstyen complimented the recent concrete work they performed in the equipment storage 

barn.  Their efforts saved the town about 50% of the cost if the job had been contracted out.  

Also thanked Kurt & Mert Excavating for donating the use of their equipment. 
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Councilmember Cunningham complimented the park maintenance for the great job in clearing 

the stone pile and grading at Winston Cemetery. 

 

Building Inspector Cunningham read his report.  (See attach) 

 

Code officer Asaro read his report and thanked the Durham Police for their assistance in serving 

violation notices.  (See attached) 

 

Police Sgt. Sutton reported his department responded to 48 complaints.  He examined the radar 

sign that was in good condition and decided to pass on it as it would require approximately 

$3,000 in repairs.   He has begun looking for surveillance cameras.   

 

Animal Control Officer Van Tassel read his report.  (See attached)  Adding he has been 

receiving calls regarding black bears and urges everyone to remove their bird feeders. 

 

Clerk/Collector Kohrs reported second notices have been mailed and 80% of the tax warrant has 

been received.  (See attached) 

 

Linda Sutton reported the Task Force cleaned up Route 145 under the Adopt a Highway program 

and accumulated 380 lbs. of garbage.  They also cleaned up the scenic pull off on State Route 23 

pull off realizing an additional 10 bags of garbage.  Letters have been mailed inviting people to 

participate in the annual Fourth of July parade which will be held on July 2.  Their next meeting 

will be 6 p.m. on May 18 at the Durham Town Hall.   

 

Councilmember/Historian Nahas reported there will be a presentation May 21 by Karl Heck on 

grant funding available from NYS for main street revitalization.  Additionally discussion will 

occur regarding Oak Hill becoming a Historic District.   

 

Supervisor Carr stated he had received notice that County Route 27 from State Route 145 to 

State Route 81 will be closed except for local traffic so the bridge over the Catskill can be 

repaired.  The expected closure will begin May 31, 2016 through September 1, 2016.  Traffic 

will be detoured to the intersection of State Route 145 and State Route 81 in Cooksburg.   

 

The board received a subdivision application and a site plan application for tax parcel 33.00-7-2 

located at the corner of State Route 145 and Brown Road.  The applicant would like to subdivide 

approximately 2.2 +/- acres from an 84.60 +/- acre parcel owned by Maier Living Trust.  They 

would like to build a 9,100 sqft retail store on the 2.2 acres. 

 

Caryn Mlodzianoski with Bohler Engineering gave a presentation on the proposed Dollar 

General for the Site Plan application submitted for the proposed subdivision.   Though it was not 

a public hearing for the applications there were several in attendance who raised questions and 

concerns regarding the need for and effect a Dollar General would have on the small businesses 

in the Town of Durham.  There are three Dollar Generals within 10-15 miles of the proposed 

site.  What becomes of the building should it not succeed, how will in impact the small 

businesses in our town, how does a corporate store fit within the town’s comprehensive plan, are 
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examples of concerns raised.  Everyone was reminded that the application is not complete as 

submitted and once all documents required have been received the board will have 62 days to set 

a public hearing on the application.  Several asked if a representative of Dollar General could be 

present at the next meeting to answer the concerns of the residents.   

 

Councilmember Cunningham motioned to require the applicant to establish an escrow 

account to cover the cost of an engineering firm to act on the behalf of the town during the 

application and review process for the subdivision and site plan; amount to be determined 

once the town has chosen an engineering firm.  Motion seconded by Councilmember 

Breslin.  All in favor motion carried.  (5-yeas, Carr, Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott) 

 

Supervisor Carr stated the current contract with Mid-Hudson Cable has expired and we should 

wait to see the results of the Governor’s funding for internet expansion have been awarded.  The 

County may be fortunate enough receive funds as we have a large population of unserved or 

underserved residents. 

 

Legislator O’Connor spoke with Warren Hart and has learned the Mid-Hudson Cable and 

Coxsackie Telephone have submitted applications to the Governor’s Grant for funds to improve 

the broadband network. 

 

There was no update from Good Energy and their request to represent the Town of Durham in its 

procurement of electric energy.   

 

The board received the mass gathering application for the 2016 Grey Fox Festival; they will 

review and discuss at the June 7. 

 

Councilmember Breslin updated the board on the HOPE Grant that the Cairo Durham School 

District has applied for.  The HOPE Grant helps fund community projects that encourage 

families to participate together in physical activity; such as walking trails, park exercise 

equipment, family fun days etc.  The HOPE grant is awarding approximately 1.1 million dollars 

to qualified applicants.  The Cairo-Durham School District asked for and received a letter of 

support from the Town of Durham for the application packet.    Should the District receive the 

award they would like a member of the board to sit on the steering committee for the project. 

 

Councilmember Cunningham spoke about the concerns of increased inquiries for solar farms in 

the area.  He continues to urge individuals to become informed on the details of the contracts and 

how entering into a contract can hinder use of the individual’s property, jeopardize existing 

exemptions that could also lead to having to payback exemptions received.  He referenced an 

article from the Country Folks publication (see attached).  He asked his fellow board members to 

consider implementing a moratorium on solar farms until they can research the topic and set up 

codes/law for our resident’s protection.  Chuck Brooks, Executive Director for Columbia-Greene 

Cornel Cooperative Extension offered to provide the board with information shared at the recent 

forum on solar energy that was held at the Extension office in Acra.  

 

Attorney Rappleyea reminded the board before an permit could be issued the applicant would be 

required to complete the Site Plan Review process, the town cannot legislate a private contract 
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between two people, and that establishing a moratorium on a specific action can be done for 

usually six months to a year for the purpose of learning more regarding the action and 

establishing a code or law that is in the best interest of the residents.  Moratoriums can be 

extended if progress is shown towards a solution or plan and the need is warranted.    

 

The board approved the following abstracts and vouchers. 

 

Abstract # 1008 , consisting of 2016 Vouchers # 445 through # 462 for 45,461.09$   

General Funds 1,207.52$     

Highway Funds

Safety & Fire

Trust & Agency 44,253.57$   

Street Lighting

Abstract # 1009 , consisting of 2016 Vouchers # 463 through # 506 for 26,567.98$   

General Funds 7,342.06$     

Highway Funds 18,362.40$   

Safety & Fire

Trust & Agency

Street Lighting 863.52$        

broken down as follows:

broken down as follows:

 
 
Councilmember Nahas motioned to adjourn at 9:17 p.m. seconded by Councilmember Breslin. 
 

 

 

Councilmember Nahas made a motion and seconded by Councilmember Breslin to adjourn 

at meeting at 9:17 p.m.  All were in favor and the motion carried. 

 

Respectfully Submitted; 

 

_______________________________ 

Chris Kohrs, Clerk/Collector 
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