
Minutes June 21, 2016 

 

Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Durham held June 

21, 2016 at the Town Hall commencing at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Present:        William Carr, Supervisor  

         Shawn Marriott, Deputy Supervisor  

         Joan Breslin, Councilmember  

    Jerry Cunningham, Councilmember 

    Nick Nahas, Councilmember 

 

Recording Secretary: Chris Kohrs, Town Clerk/Collector 

     

Others Present:    Joe van Holsteyn, Highway Superintendent     

                          David Cunningham-Building Inspector 

    Len Asaro, Code Enforcement Officer 

    Thomas Sutton, Police Sgt. 

    Patricia Fetty, Deputy Clerk/Collector   

    Lois Rockefeller-Building & Code Clerk 

    Tal Rappleyea-Attorney  

    Aidan O’Connor – Legislator (7:40) 

    15 community members 

 

The meeting called to order at 7:34 with the pledge to the flag.   

 

Councilmember Marriott motioned to approve the minutes of May 3 and May 19, 2016.  

Motion seconded by Councilmember Breslin all in favor motion carried.  (5-yeas, Carr, 

Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott) 

 

Supervisor Carr read correspondence from Greene County Emergency Services Task for County 

Wide EMS.  The committee is revisiting the concept of a county wide ambulance system and is 

asking for input regarding what types of service the town would expect the county wide system 

to provide and would our town be interested in participating.  The Durham Task Force requested 

permission to close one lane of State Route 145 on July 2, 2016 for the purpose of the Annual 

Independence Day parade.  Notice was received from the Town of Greenville regarding a public 

hearing for Proposed Zoning Regulations pertaining to Solar Energy; on June 20, 2016 at 6:30 

p.m. at the Greenville Town Hall. 

 

Supervisor Carr has spoken several times with Rob Neill of Prime X Properties regarding the 

subdivision and site plan applications for General Dollar.  The board received examples of what 

the store could look like.  Supervisor Carr explained to Mr. Neill that before the board can move 

forward with the applications the list of items submitted to the client by the Town Attorney, 

Building & Code Officers need to be answered.  A resident inquired if the examples of the store 

façade included lighting attributes.  Supervisor Carr stated they did not and offered all who were 

interested to review the examples. 

 

Greene County Legislator O’Connor shared the Greene County Tourism committee met at the 

County Place and urged those who have businesses to reach out to Greene County Tourism as 
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there are several programs available to promote the county and its businesses.  Legislator 

O’Connor also attended the Columbia Greene Substance Abuse meeting to discuss viable ideas 

to combat the growing drug issue in the twin counties.  The public safety committee met and 

discussed the funding of the Greene County Paramedic program, as well as, the task force to 

obtain feedback on a county wide ambulance service.  The new fact finding mission is to 

determine which towns are interested in the concept and to what level they are willing to commit 

to the plan.  The number of towns who commit will have a direct impact on the size of the 

program and cost.  It will operate the same as the current Greene County Paramedic program 

which receives funding from the county but operates as a not for profit.  Legislator O’Connor 

reminded Supervisor Carr that there will be a meeting with Greene County Public Health 

Wednesday at 10 a.m. at the Durham Police Department. 

 

Rich Lendin, Administrator Durham Ambulance read his report.  (See attached)  A resident 

asked how many calls the Durham Ambulance has handled so far this year and Mr. Lendin 

responded 223 (includes our town and mutual aid to other towns) adding that the number of calls 

continue to increase each year.  Councilmember Marriott inquired if the number of calls that we 

respond to in Greenville have declined and Mr. Lendin stated they have declined “some” since 

they have started their paid day time coverage.   

 

Highway Superintendent van Holsteyn read his report.  (See attached) 

 

Councilmember Cunningham motioned to approve the quote from Action Door of Oneonta 

as the lowest bid for $1,045 including installation.  Motion seconded by Councilmember 

Nahas, all in favor motion carried.  (5-yeas, Carr, Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott) 

 

Building Inspector Cunningham read his report.  (See attached) 

 

Code Enforcement Officer Asaro read his report.  (See attached) 

 

Supervisor Carr commented that he spoke to the Wayside property owner regarding the need to 

clean up the property from the November 2015 fire.  The property owner asked for an extension, 

which the board approved at the last meeting.  However, the property owner is out of the country 

and it appears that the property will not be cleaned up by the extended dead line.   

Councilmember Marriott asked if we could solicit bids for the cleanup prior to the dead line.  

Attorney Rappleyea stated that we could and that they would be open and awarded after the 

deadline had passed.  Councilmember Breslin asked how the town gets reimbursed for the 

expense of cleaning up the property.  Attorney Rappleyea explained that the contractor bills the 

town and the town pays the contractor.  Then the town will submit the bill to the county to have 

the cost re-levied onto the property owner property tax bill.   

 

Councilmember Marriott motioned to have Attorney Rappleyea draw up the bid package 

for the cleanup of parcel id 22.00-1-37 owned by John and Susan McCarthy.  Motion 

seconded by Councilmember Cunningham all in favor motion carried.  (5-yeas, Carr, 

Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott) 

 

Code Enforcement Officer Asaro informed everyone that the process for clean up will take 
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longer than two weeks from the time that the bid is awarded as he will need to contact the New 

York Department of Labor to determine if an asbestos survey is required.  If so we need to wait 

for the results of the survey before we can begin the cleanup.  If the test results show asbestos 

then the cleanup is delayed until the asbestos can be eliminated. 

 

Supervisor Carr, Councilmember Nahas and Code Enforcement Officer Asaro will meet Monday 

June 27 at 10 a.m. 

 

The Judges’ reports were received.   (See attached) 

 

Supervisor Carr explained the Assessor’s office will be sending out letters to the residents 

explaining the scratch inventory. 

 

Police Sgt. Sutton reported 52 complaints.  The needle drop box and prescription drop off box 

have been installed at the Durham police annex.  Once the installation has been approved by the 

Greene County Health Department additional participation information will be made available at 

the town hall and on the town website.   

 

Police Sgt. Sutton provided the board with a quote for a Zosi eight camera 2 tera bite 

surveillance system at a cost of $689.99 from Amazon.com.  Councilmember Cunningham 

motioned to accept the quote as submitted seconded by Councilmember Nahas.  All in 

favor motion carried.  (5-yeas, Carr, Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott) 

 

Clerk/Collector Kohrs read her report.  (See attached) 

 

Mrs. Sutton reported the Durham Task Force will hold its Annual Independence Day parade July 

2, 2016.  The lineup will be at 10:30 and the kick off will be at 11:00 a.m.  Anyone interested in 

participating please contact her.  The Task Force will meet Thursday June 22, 6 p.m. at the 

Durham Town Hall. 

 

Councilmember/Historian Nahas reported Mr. Pratengier, NYS Historic Department visited on 

Monday and toured the hamlet of Oak Hill to determine where the Historic District would be 

should the residents agree to adopt one.  The Durham Historic Commission will meet July 9
th

 at 

10 a.m. and the Oak Hill Historic Committee will meet at 10 a.m.  Mr. Pratengier will attend the 

Oak Hill Historic Committee meeting and will have a tentative map of the proposed Oak Hill 

Historic District.   Councilmember/Historian Nahas explained that the Durham Valley Historic 

Preservation Commission was established by the Town of Durham and has adopted procedures 

for residents who reside within the DHPC to abide by; it is not listed on the National Historic 

Registry.  The proposed district of the Hamlet of Oak Hill would be on the National Historic 

Registry and have no local governing powers. 

 

Councilmember Marriott met with Judge Kennedy and Judge Tirpak to discuss the placement of 

a metal detector for the court.  The current entrance of the court room does not have adequate 

space for a metal detector without interfering with the operation of the court.  It was 

recommended that the Town of Durham take possession of the Metal Detector offered by the 

Town of Lexington and store it until a solution for the placement of the machine can be 
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implemented.  Additionally it was noted that the court officer cannot be the same officer that 

would oversee the operation of the metal detector.   

 

Ms. Brady of Durso Avenue asked the board and highway department to consider paving the 

section of right of way (formally known as Old State Route 23) that runs between her driveway 

and State Route 23.  Discussion followed.  The board explained that additional research is 

required to determine if the town owns the section that she is asking them to pave.   

 

At 8:37 p.m. Councilmember Marriott motioned to enter into executive session to discuss 

the pending employment history or discipline of a particular employee.  Motion seconded 

by Councilmember Nahas, all in favor motion carried.  (5-yeas, Carr, Breslin, Cunningham, 

Nahas, Marriott) 

 

The board returned from executive session at 8:54 p.m. with a motion from 

Councilmember Cunningham, seconded by Councilmember Nahas stating no action was 

taken.  All in favor motion carried.  (5-yeas, Carr, Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott) 

 

Highway Superintendent van Holsteyn informed the board that on Monday, June 21 there was an 

accident involving an employee of the town.  No tickets were issued and as is required by the 

employee handbook the employee was sent for drug and alcohol testing.  The results for alcohol 

came back negative and it will take a few more days for the drug tests to be completed.  

Disciplinary action is pending as the officer who investigated stated the driver of the town truck 

was in the wrong.  The accident resulted in the tire of the pickup truck being torn off and the 

vehicle had to be towed.  The truck was taken to County Line Auto for an estimate; there is a 

possibility that due to the tire damage the truck may be totaled.   

 

Councilmember Cunningham motioned to approve the transfers (see attached) and the 

following abstracts: 

 

Abstract # 1010 , consisting of 2016 Vouchers # 507 through # 532 for 108,920.55$ 

General Funds 54,768.68$   

Highway Funds 11,098.20$   

Safety & Fire

Trust & Agency 43,053.67$   

Street Lighting

Abstract # 1011 , consisting of 2016 Vouchers # 533 through # 607 for 167,664.77$ 

General Funds 62,419.21$   

Highway Funds 104,412.72$ 

Safety & Fire

Trust & Agency

Street Lighting 832.84$        

broken down as follows:

broken down as follows:
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Motion seconded by Councilmember Nahas.  All in favor motion carried.  (5-yeas, Carr, 

Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott) 

 

Councilmember Cunningham made a motion and seconded by Councilmember Nahas to 

adjourn the meeting at 8:36.  All were in favor and the motion carried. 

 

Respectfully Submitted; 

 

_______________________________ 

Chris Kohrs, Clerk/Collector 
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