
Minutes of August 16, 2016 

Minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Durham held 

August 16, 2016 at the Town Hall commencing at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Present:        William Carr, Supervisor  

         Shawn Marriott, Deputy Supervisor  

         Joan Breslin, Council Member  

    Jerry Cunningham, Council Member 

    Nick Nahas, Council Member 

 

Recording Secretary: Patti Fetty, Deputy Clerk/Collector 

     

Others Present:    Joe van Holsteyn-Highway Superintendent     

    David Cunningham-Building Inspector     

    Cindy Moore- Bookkeeper 

    John Van Tassel – Animal Control Officer     

    Thomas Sutton-Police Sgt. 

    Tal Rappleyea-Attorney 7:34 

    Aidan O’Connor – Legislator  

    22 community members 

 

Absent:   Chris Kohrs-Town Clerk 

 

Supervisor Carr called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge to the Flag. 

 

Councilmember Nahas motioned to accept the minutes of July 5 and July 19.  Motion 

seconded by Councilmember Cunningham.  All in favor motion carried.  (5-yeas Carr, 

Breslin, Nahas, Marriot, Cunningham)  

 

Supervisor Carr explained the bridge work on Rt. 27 is progressing.  They have hired an outside 

contractor to do the seams and railings.  The bridge will probably not be opened by September 1, 

but more likely September 1-15.  

 

Supervisor Carr also had spoken with residents that had originally been concerned about the 

noise level and lighting at the Zoom Flume and they are much happier how lighting, scheduling 

and noise have been corrected.  Councilmember Marriott and Councilmember Cunningham have 

also received feedback from neighbors and overall everyone is happier with the situation. 

 

Rich Lendin read the July Ambulance report.  Rich did ask when budgets are due. Cindy Moore 

explained they are due September 2.  He did say that their budget would increase because of the 

mandatory increase to the minimum wage.  Every 25 cents increase in payroll increases the 

payroll budget by $8760.   

 

Greene County Legislator, Aidan O’Connor reported that $9.7 million has been awarded to State 

Tel and Mid-Hudson Cablevision.  He is still waiting to hear which roads will be impacted by the 

funding.  Also, June statistics show the unemployment rate is down from June of 2015.  

September 3 there will be a family fun day at the Irish Cultural Center.  Terry Ward said that an 
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organization wants to use the elementary school but is having trouble with the process.  

Councilmember Nahas will look into the problem.  Several residents spoke about their concerns 

for the poor internet service they receive in different parts of our town. Councilmember Nahas 

said that a qualified volunteer and approved by the school district is needed to open the building.  

 

Highway Superintendent Joe van Holsteyn read his report. See attached. 

 

Building Inspector, David Cunningham read his report. See attached. 

 

Code Enforcement Officer, Len Asaro, read his report.  Dan’s Hauling has met the criteria for 

the demolition bid to clean the Wayside fire site.  They will need to wait for an asbestos variance 

before starting the project.  Councilmember Marriott made a motion and seconded by 

Councilmember Cunningham to accept the bid of $36,500 to clean the Wayside fire site.  

All were in favor and the motion carried. (5-yeas Carr, Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott)   

 

The judges’ reports were received and file.   

 

Councilmember Marriott asked if Joe and his men would be able to pick up the court 

magnetometer.  They will, but will need to find a place to store it. Justice Court Assistance 

Program gives out grants and Judge Tirpak will be putting in a grant for construction to aid in 

possibly getting our foyer set up to use our magnetometer.  We are eligible for $30,000 for a 

grant and she will be filing the grant in October.  Attorney Rappleyea offered to bring the 

magnetometer down after his next board meeting in Lexington.   

 

The assessor has advertised for a data collectors. 

 

Police Sergeant, Tom Sutton read his report. The increase in calls was due to the July 4 holiday 

and property checks.  He also spoke on the increase in heroin and how often Narcan is being 

used.   

 

Animal Control Officer, John Van Tassel, read his report.  He has one dog at the Humane 

Society, unclaimed.  A bill will be forthcoming. 

 

Attorney Rappleyea reported that he had spoken with the engineer for the Dollar General Site 

Plan project, and they will address our concerns after they receive the responses from Lamont 

Engineering (the engineering firm representing the Town of Durham).   

 

Tax Collector- everything was turned over to the County.  

 

Linda Sutton reported there was no task force meeting in July.  The Durham Yard Sale Day is 

August 27 from 9-4 pm.  It is $10 to be put on the map.     

 

Nick Nahas, Historical Preservation, reported there was no meeting.   
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Supervisor Carr said that the Grey Fox Festival was a success.  It is a significant effort in the 

town especially for the police department.  The town does ask for a donation to defray costs; 

$3,000.  Supervisor Carr thinks that next year it will need to be adjusted. 

 

Supervisor Carr brought up Giles Road.  Highway Superintendent van Holsteyn had paperwork 

that showed this was completed years ago, but never finalized.  Since all the paperwork is 

completed, the resolution will just need to be forward to 911, in order to correct the name to 

Guild Lane.  Joe will take care of this. 

 

Supervisor Carr received communication from GSK asking the Town to post no parking signs on 

Elliott Place, as trucks are blocking the road.  Attorney Rappleyea said in order to post signs, we 

would need to pass a local law, if they are blocking traffic, tickets should be issued.  When we 

approved their site plan review, one of the conditions was that they would not allow parking on 

Elliott Place, as they had enough parking.  Supervisor Carr will speak to them.   

 

A Brandow Park request has been received from Fran Smith for September 18.  Councilmember 

Nahas made a motion and seconded by Councilmember Breslin to approve the park use for 

September 18, pending receipt of insurance. All were in favor and the motion carried.  (5-

yeas Carr, Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott) 

 

Resident Doug Thomsen took the opportunity to thank Paul Nickerson and Matt Hausmann on 

the parade in Oak Hill. 

 

Terry Ward explained how the political process works.  If anyone is interested in running for a 

town office, they would contact her for the republican committee at errytmw@gmail.com or for 

the democratic committee, Maryann Ledda at leddama@nyair.net.  

 

Melanie Wesslock mentioned that she is seeing a lot of people writing positive things about the 

Town of Durham on social media.  She would like to see the town capitalize on this; maybe a 

meeting to come up with ideas to share all the information that is going on in the town.  There 

was further discussion and Melanie will put together thoughts and discuss with Aidan. 

 

Councilmember Cunningham made a motion and seconded by Councilmember Nahas to 

approve the transfers (see attached) and payment of abstracts.  All were in favor and the 

motion carried.  (5-yeas Carr, Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott) 

 

 
 

Abstract # 1014  consisting of 2016 Vouchers # 689 through # 718 for 75,761.70$   

General Funds 19,178.74$   

Highway Funds 11,098.20$   

Trust & Agency 45,484.76$   

broken down as follows:

mailto:errytmw@gmail.com
mailto:leddama@nyair.net
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Councilmember Marriott made a motion and seconded by Councilmember Nahas at 8:38 

to enter into executive session to discuss pending litigation.  All were in favor and the 

motion carried.  (5-yeas Carr, Breslin, Cunningham, Nahas, Marriott) 

 

Councilmember Cunningham made a motion and seconded by Councilmember Breslin to 

return to the regular meeting at 9:24pm.  All were in favor and the motion carried.  

Councilmember Marriott made a motion and seconded by Councilmember Breslin to 

accept the recommendation to take action with respect to a particular individual.  Since it 

is a personnel matter, no further information will be noted in the minutes, except a 

notation in the employees file. 

 

Highway Superintendent van Holsteyn has heard that there is a lot of comments about the brush 

cutting on Cunningham Road. 

 

Councilmember Marriott motioned to adjourn at 9:40 p.m., seconded by Councilmember 

Breslin. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

__________________________ 

Patricia Fetty, 

Deputy Clerk/Collector   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abstract # 1015  consisting of 2016 Vouchers # 719 through # 785 for 217,714.96$ 

General Funds 18,030.04$   

Highway Funds 198,822.56$ 

Street Lighting 862.36$        

broken down as follows:
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