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DURHAM TAXES TO
RISE BY 3.8%
Ambulance service cited as a key reason

D

In mid-October, the Durham road crew begin attaching the plows to
the town trucks, an event known as “dressing the trucks.” Here are this
year’s crew in front of a recently “dressed” truck. Left to right: Ernie
Brink, Justin Lounsbury, Ray Armstrong, Paul Capulli, Matt Matice,
Brett Zimmerman, Joe van Holsteyn (highway superintendent), and
Wyatt Beaumont. Missing: Eric Partridge.

WINTER HEROES

N

ext time you wake up on a cold winter night and hear the
snowplow coming by, think of Ernie Brink and the rest
of the Durham plowing crew. Brink drives a route that reaches
elevations of over 2,000 feet at the top of Cunningham and
Sutton Roads—places where there’s often snow even when
there is little or no snow lower down. But that’s okay with
him, Brink says. “I’ve always loved plowing snow.”
Brink, a cheerful 66-year-old, grew up on a farm on
the Susquehanna Turnpike. He has been driving a plow for
the town since 1991, when he started as a part-timer. Ice
storms make for the most treacherous driving, he says, while
wind causes drifts and makes it hard to see. “One day we
were joking about how when there’s a storm and the wind is
blowing you have to keep the telephone poles on your right
side” to see where you’re going, he recalls. “A few minutes
later I was driving down Cunningham Road and I realized
the truck was leaning to the left. Just then the wind dropped

urham taxes will go up by 3.8% next year, owing
to a major increase in the cost of ambulance service
and modest increases elsewhere. The total budget will be
$2,350,976.
“The largest issue the board struggled with this year
is the ambulance service,” Town Supervisor Shawn Marriott said. “It’s a much-needed service that is extremely underappreciated and underpaid.” He added that the
board attempted to balance what the ambulance workers
deserve with the need “to keep costs for residents as low
as possible.”
The tax rate will be $8.24 per $1,000 of assessed
valuation. The tax on a typical house with an assessed
valuation of $150,000 will be $1,236.26. The tax rate applies to the cost of the general fund as well as the highway fund but not the ambulance service. That cost, which
will be $325,000 next year, is levied separately and will
add $1.28 per $1,000 of assessed valuation or $192 for a
typical house. The cost of the volunteer fire departments
is also levied separately, by district, as are street lighting
costs; both categories had only small increases.
As always, the cost of maintaining the town’s highways accounts for the lion’s share of the budget—about
half the total. The second-largest item is employee benefits, which account for close to 30%. Employees got a 2%
raise; other costs were trimmed and in some cases money
from the contingency fund was used to keep down projected increases. For budget highlights, see page 4.
According to Reay Mahler, President of Durham
Ambulance, Durham currently pays Emergency Medical
Technicians $13/hour, with no benefits, the lowest rate in
the area. He told the town board that this has led to “significant manpower problems” and that even raising the
rate to $14 will leave the town at a hiring disadvantage. n
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The Town of Durham’s one-time Linn tractor, shown here plowing
Route 81 in front of The DeWitt Hotel in Oak Hill, circa the 1930s.

and I could see where I was—I was out into the field!” Fortunately, he says, he was able to reverse and back out.
Brink is among the town employees who make up the
snow-plowing crew. Joe van Holsteyn, the Durham highway superintendent, praises their dedication and “extreme
professionalism.” There are times, he says, when the crew
are out from 4 am until 9 or 10 at night and then come back
in at 4 the next morning. “A couple years ago we had to do
plowing for 48 days straight,” he recalls.
And it’s not just the hours that are tough, he says, it’s
also being constantly aware of how many things can go
wrong. “You have to concentrate not just on your main plow
but also the wing (the side plow), making sure it doesn’t hit
anything,” he says. “You’re also watching your sand, trying
to make sure it’s going down properly. And you also have to
watch for traffic.”
Van Holsteyn himself gets up every morning during the
winter at about 2:30 am and drives around town to assess
the situation. Then he makes calls to those who will need to

come in at 4. “When we do the hiring we stress what you’re
signing up for,” he says. “You’re married to this place.”
The crew get overtime pay and, in the summer, work
four 10-hour days and get Fridays off.
The town is responsible for plowing 79 miles of roads,
and does another 21 miles under contract for the county. The
plowing season can start as early as mid-October and can go
until early May. Last year the town used about 1,300 tons
of salt, at about $70 a ton, or a total of over $90,000, and as
much as 4,000 tons of sand, at $8.50 a ton. The two items
are blended by the town, and put down by the same trucks
that do the plowing.
For the past 20 years, thanks to better equipment, the
plows have required only one crew member rather than two,
but that means that the crew spend long stretches alone in a
cab. Occasionally they talk to each other over their radios,
but generally, they say, the only times they chat is when they
meet up at the town barn for lunch, or stop into the Milk Run
for a quick cup of coffee.
“Coffee is our friend,” jokes Paul Capulli, 59, another
plowing crew member who’s been working for the town for
a decade. Like Brink and van Holsteyn, he says he doesn’t
mind getting up early. But when it goes on for days, “that
wears on you.” Everyone helps each other out, he says, and
“If you get stuck there is usually someone nearby who can
come and help pull you out.”
Such is the camaraderie of the crew, Brink says, that “A
few of us are generally there half an hour before we start the
day, greeting each other, just talking.”
Occasionally, he says, when he knows he’s going to be
passing his house, he’ll telephone his wife Peggy and she’ll
come out with coffee and a snack. He also describes, his
eyes misting over, how whenever he gets a call telling him
he needs to come in at 4 am, “She gets out of bed and makes
me my lunch.” n
        
— Karen Rivers
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Updates: For the latest information on government meetings and other events, ask to be put on the town email blast list by writing
to Janet Partridge, townclerk@durhamny.com. Email blasts are sent out roughly once a month. The town website (durhamny.com) contains
current contact information for town officials, minutes of town meetings, town history, and more.
Durham Courier: If you have questions, comments or suggestions for future articles, email durhamcouriereditor@gmail.com.
The Durham Courier was produced by volunteer members of the town’s Comprehensive Plan Implementation Committee,
with thanks to Dorothée Walliser for the design.
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WINTER FUN IN DURHAM

S

anta will be coming to Durham as usual this year, but
with a few differences prompted by Covid restrictions.
The Durham Task Force will decorate the gazebo at the
Michael J. Quill Center on Route 145 in East Durham in
late November, and will host Christmas in Durham there on
December 6 between 2-4 pm. Children will be able to greet
Santa from their cars as they drive through a tent where he’ll
be waiting for them with gifts, and hot cocoa will be given
out in cups with lids. There will be a place to take a holiday
picture after seeing Santa. Check the town website, www.
durhamny.com, for updates and detailed information.

HOW TO PAY YOUR TAXES
There are now many ways to pay your taxes,
including online
Town bills will be mailed out at the end of December to
Durham property owners. Payments can be made in person at the
town offices or mailed to: Janet Partridge, Tax Collector, Town of
Durham, 7309 State Route 81, East Durham, NY 12423.
January hours are: Monday 10-5; Tuesday through Thursday,
10-3; and Saturday, January 16 and January 30, 9-noon. Payments
can be made by cash, check, credit card (with a 2.45% processing
fee), or debit card (with a $3.95 fee).
The Bank of Greene County (Greenville Office) will accept
payments during normal business hours through the month of January only.
Bills will also be available for online review and payment by
going to the tax portal https://egov.basgov.com/durham, or by following the appropriate link at the town website: www.durhamny.
com. There will be a service fee, collected by the processing company, applied to these payments: $1.75 for an electronic check, $3.95
for a debit card, and 2.45% for a credit card.
Payments after January 31 will incur a penalty; the amount can
be found on your tax bill.
Tax bill payments will be accepted through July 31, 2021, after
which time the taxpayer should call the Greene County Treasurer at
518-719-3530 for payment instructions.
—Janet Partridge

The gazebo in East Durham decorated for the holidays last year.

This first issue of The Durham Courier has been
printed and mailed to all residents. If you would prefer
in the future to receive an electronic version, which
would also save on postage, a major cost to the town,
please send an email to durhamcouriereditor@gmail.com
with your name, the mailing address on your copy
of the print newsletter, and the email to which the
electronic copy should be sent.

HISTORY

Brandow Memorial Park, located in Oak Hill at the intersection
of CR 22 and Clay Hill Road, seems to be a place some take
for granted and other Durham residents don’t even know about.
Adult men’s baseball teams were a feature of most area towns
a hundred years ago, and this was the site of the Old Oak Hill
Baseball Diamond. By the 1960s Little League was active in the
town and two managers came to the Town meeting asking that
the Board meet with Mrs. Ada Brandow, owner of the property, who lived just up
the road and whose
late husband Roy
had been a community benefactor, to
propose buying the
property.
When approached,
Mrs.
Brandow
agreed to donate
7.53 acres which had
to be used for recreational purposes only for 20 years. The Town
accepted the deed October 10, 1966. The field was to be called
Brandow Memorial Park. A recreational committee of six men
and two women was appointed by the town to plan and conduct
recreational activities for youth.
We are well past the 20-year limit, and the town still operates
the park, which provides a place for recreation for both youth
and adults. 		
– Mary Lou Nahas, town historian

CORNER

The Durham Park Committee is planning to set up an
ice rink again at Brandow Park this winter. In December,
when the temperature is regularly below freezing, the pavilion will be flooded. Once the ice is set, the rink will open for
the community to enjoy.
In January, the Comprehensive Plan community activities working group is planning a Community Day at the
park, weather permitting. There will be hotdogs, hot cocoa,
ice skating, and more.
If you would like to be notified once the date has been
set, please call or email the town clerk’s office at 518-2396122 ext 1 or townclerk@durhamny.com or check our town
website at durhamny.com. n 		
—Janet Partridge

BASEBALL AT BRANDOW
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FLU SHOTS, WI-FI AND MORE
Durham residents had the opportunity to get flu shots on October
3 without having to travel out
of town thanks to an initiative
of the Durham Comprehensive
Plan Implementation Committee.
CVS Pharmacy sent two pharmaPharmacist Michael Parker
cists at no cost to administer the
administers a flu shot to resident Joanne Schindelheim.
shots at a clinic at the Oak Hill
Firehouse.
The Implementation Committee, which has five working
groups, was set up by the town board after it approved a new
Comprehensive Plan in June. They are: Improve Communications, Increase Community Activities, Economic Development, Improve Broadband, and Historic Preservation.
The Increase Communications group has been given responsibility for sending out a newsletter twice a year and organizing an annual town residents’ meeting, the first one scheduled

for May of 2021. The Increase Community Activities group
has been looking at swimming holes and hiking trails, as well
as attempting to find a new venue for community activities.
The Economic Development group, which organized the flu
shot clinic, is working with our county legislator and schools
to identify possibilities for a heath facility as well as an agricultural program. The Improve Broadband working group
has been working with Mid-Hudson Cable to develop a map
showing which residences in Durham cannot get broadband,
as well as developing sites where people can use Wi-Fi. The
Historic Preservation group has been focusing on improvements to the history page on the town website, and may do a
project of restoring cemetery headstones.
If you or someone you know is interested in joining any of the
above groups, contact Joan Breslin, chair of the Implementation Committee (breslinj@crcsd.org) or Bernard Rivers, the
deputy chair (bernard.rivers@gmail.com). We encourage
more members of the community to join! n—Brenna Rustick

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 2021 DURHAM TOWN BUDGET
APPROPRIATIONS		 2020		
2021
General Fund
Legislative Board
$24,132
$20,785		
Municipal Court
$49,360
$48,339			
Supervisor’s office
$74,337 		
$74,208		
Assessor’s office
$66,343		
$69,951
		 Town Clerk’s office
$52,446		
$48,353
Police		
$106,039		
$105,518
Building Inspector’s office
$44,876		
$44,414
Ambulance-County Medics
$24,893		
$24,391
Highway & Street Admin.
$75,584		
$77,306
Parks		
$37,050		
$34,050
Youth Programs
$13,600		
$13,600
Library (Reading Room)
$16,400		
$16,400
Museum
$1,500		
$1,500
Employee Benefits
$239,500		
$266,646
Total Gen Fund Net Budget
$626,748 		
$592,578
Highway Fund		
Maintenance of Roads
$295,000		
$297,900
Permanent Improvements
$215,000		
$215,000
Snow Removal
$300,000		
$303,400
Employee Benefits
$381,250		
$399,750		
Total Hwy Fund Net Budget $1,107,950
$1,143,620
Ambulance Fund		$245,000		$325,000
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Note: Only selected categories are represented. The full budget is available at the town website.

Fire District Fund		
$274,176		
Special Street Lighting Fund
$12,000		
NET TOTAL BUDGET
$2,265,874
			
REVENUES		 2020		
General Fund
Real Property Taxes
$626,748		
Payment in Lieu of Taxes
$146,754		
Interests and Penalties
$15,049		
Mortgage Tax
$25,500		
		 Dog Licenses
$1,500		
Building/Alteration Permits
$8,250		
Fines and Forfeited Bail
$20,000		
State Revenue Sharing
$8,700		
Highway Fund		
Real Property Taxes
$1,107,950
CHIPS (State aid)		
$140,000
Total amount to be raised by taxes
(not including Ambulance,
Fire and Lighting)
$1,734,698
Tax rate per $1,000 of
assessed valuation 		

$277,178
$12,600
$2,350,976
2021
$592,578		
$146,754
$22,046		
$30,200
$1,800
$10,000
$20,000
$8,700
$1,143,620
$150,000		

$1,736,498

$8.30

$8.24

Typical tax on a house with an
assessed valuation of $150,000 $1,246,50
			

$1,236.26

