
Minutes of February 4, 2020 
 

 
 

Minutes of the Regular Monthly Workshop Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Durham 
held February 4, 2020 at the Town Hall commencing at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Present:        Shawn Marriott, Supervisor  
         Joan Breslin, Deputy Supervisor  
    Linda Sutton, Councilmember  
    George Deckers, Councilmember 
    Scott Hulbert, Councilmember 
   
Recording Secretary: Janet Partridge, Town Clerk 
     
Others Present:    Tom Sutton, Police Sgt.   

David Cunningham, Building Inspector   
 Joe van Holsteyn, Highway Superintendent 

    Maryellen Brooks, Assessor’s Clerk 
    Karen Tirpak, Bookkeeper 
    8 community members 
 
Supervisor Marriott called the meeting to order at 7:31 pm followed by the pledge to the flag. 
 
Marriott reported Highway Superintendent Joe van Holsteyn started with the Town on January 
22, 2008. 
 
Van Holsteyn presented the 284 highway form to the board. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Deckers to approve resolution 2020-04, Highway 
form 284 agreement to spend town highway funds, seconded by Councilmember Hulbert, 
all in favor, motion carried.  (5 Ayes – Marriott, Breslin, Sutton, Deckers, Hulbert) 
 
Van Holsteyn plans to replace the grates in the shop. 
 
Marriott reported the board received a letter from Rich Busch who is resigning from the Durham 
Police Department.  They also received a letter from Patricia Fetty who is retiring on February 
26, 2020.   
 
Deputy Supervisor Breslin reminded everyone that there is a public hearing on Wednesday, 
February 5th at 7:30pm for the Comprehensive Plan Draft.  There was a lot of work put into the 
plan and she hoped that the community and the board would come to the hearing.  Copies of the 
Draft Plan are in the Town Clerk’s office.  
 
Matt Hausmann said they are still doing the basketball.  Some nights they don’t get many kids, 
but he knows there are conflicts with school events.   
 
Marriott read the short environmental form for the O’Hara simple subdivision approved in 
August of 2019.   
 
A motion was made by Breslin to approve a negative declaration, seconded by Hulbert, all 
in favor, motion carried.  (5 Ayes – Marriott, Breslin, Sutton, Deckers, Hulbert) 
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A motion was made by Breslin to approve the subdivision survey maps submitted, 
seconded by Hulbert, all in favor, motion carried.  (5 Ayes – Marriott, Breslin, Sutton, 
Deckers, Hulbert) 
 
There will be a special meeting of the Town Board on Thursday February 13th at 6:30pm to 
continue updates on the Employee Handbook.   
 
Lisa Trafton, a resident and property owner on Strong Road, presented a petition to the town 
board to regulate the speed limit on Strong Road, Cornwallville, NY.  She explained a couple of 
accidents have occurred on the road and there is a straight of way that gets vehicles accelerating 
and going on the curve at too high a speed.  Discussion followed.   
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Sutton to submit a letter from the Town to the 
State requesting a speed limit sign be put up on Strong Road, seconded by Hulbert, all in 
favor, motion carried.  (5 Ayes – Marriott, Breslin, Sutton, Deckers, Hulbert) 
 
Hulbert reported the ice rink at the pavilion at Brandow Park is frozen and ready to be used.  The 
Park Committee met with Thomas Rohan who is working on his eagle scout project and is going 
to replace the sign at Brandow Park.   
 
A motion was made by Deckers to enter into executive session at 7:50pm to review 
procedures from the last executive session, seconded by Hulbert, all in favor, motion 
carried. (5 Ayes – Marriott, Breslin, Sutton, Deckers, Hulbert) 
 
A motion was made by Marriott to return from executive session at 8:30pm, seconded by 
Deckers, all in favor, motion carried.  (5 Ayes – Marriott, Breslin, Sutton, Deckers, Hulbert)  
 
A motion was made by Hulbert to adjourn at 8:30pm, seconded by Deckers. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
__________________________ 
Janet Partridge,  
Clerk/Collector   
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